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Nest materials. —The inside of the cup was lined with very fine grass, whereas the

outer surface comprised fine grass and mosses bound with spider's web, and covered

with small pieces of lichen attached with spider's web. The construction seems typical for

members of the genus Batis (Tarboton 2001).

Dimensions. —Height 9.0 cm, depth 3.0 cm, outer diameter / width 8.0 cm, outer

diameter / breadth 7.0 cm, inner diameter / width 5.0 cm, and inner diameter / breadth 4.5

cm. These dimensions are very similar to those of other Batis (Tarboton 2001).
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Wood rails
(
Aramides

)
were unknown from the Pacific coast of Peru until Graves

(1982) reported a sight record of a Brown Wood Rail Aramides wolfi in mangroves at Puerto

Pizarro, dpto. Tumbes. Here I review this report, the only record for Peru, and update the

status of Aramides wood rails in Tumbes.

On 26 September 1977, I encountered a wood rail at low tide at the margin of extensive

mangrove forest. I wrote a description and penned a drawing of the rail in my notes

later that afternoon (Graves 1982": 237); 'I cornered the rail in an isolated mangrove and
approached it within 3 meters. The chicken-sized, " Aramides-type" rail had a rather stout

yellowish bill, dark olivaceous brown upperparts and pale gray throat. The unbarred
breast, belly, and flanks were brown, slightly lighter in shade than the upperparts; the iris
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was dull reddish-orange and the legs were dusky coral pink. After clambering on the stilted

mangrove roots for a minute or so, the rail ran across the mud flat, taking flight just before

it reached the mangroves. The primaries were reddish-brown.'

At the time, there were no previous records of wood rails along the Pacific coast of Peru,

but both A. ivolfi and Rufous-necked Wood Rail A. axillaris had been reported from south-

west Ecuador (Chapman 1926, Meyer de Schauensee 1970, Ripley, 1977). In fact, both species

had been collected at La Chonta (03°35'S, 79°53'W), prov. El Oro, Ecuador (Chapman 1926),

c.57 km east of Puerto Pizarro. On returning to the USAseveral months after the sighting,

I compared my notes with plumage descriptions and Landsdowne's illustrations of both

species in the recently published Rails of the world (Ripley 1977). In the era prior to field

guides, Landsdowne was the first to illustrate A. wolfi, which was rare in museumcollections

and has a restricted geographic range in Ecuador (Ridgely & Greenfield 2001) and Colombia

(Hilty & Brown 1986). The Puerto Pizarro wood rail resembled Landsdowne's illustration

and Ripley's description of A. wolfi but bore little similarity to those of A. axillaris. However,

Ripley's monograph did not describe or illustrate either species' immature plumage.

My identification was based largely on the illustrations in Ripley's monograph. Recent

photographs of an adult A. wolfi (Karubian et al. 2011) show that Landsdowne's depiction

of soft-part colours based on old museumspecimens was inaccurate in lacking a prominent

fleshy red orbital ring and red spot at the rictus. These soft-part characters may be absent in

the immature plumages of A. ivolfi, which are undescribed. In any case, the Puerto Pizarro

wood rail lacked a red rictal spot and fleshy orbital ring, indicating that it was not an adult

A. ivolfi. To add to the confusion, some immature plumages of A. axillaris (Sharpe 1894)

superficially resemble A. ivolfi, which is only slightly larger in linear dimensions (Ripley

1977). Given the uncertain appearance of immature plumages of A. ivolfi, and the superficial

similarities between A. wolfi and immature plumages of A. axillaris, my Puerto Pizarro

sighting provided insufficient evidence for the occurrence of A. ivolfi in Peru.

The status of Ar amides in north-west Peru has been clarified considerably in the past

30 years. In February 1986, several adult A. axillaris with downy chicks were observed in a

wooded ravine at El Caucho, dpto. Tumbes (Parker et al. 1995). In July 1988, A. axillaris was

found to be relatively common in the mangroves of Puerto Pizarro, dpto. Tumbes, where

as many as nine were counted simultaneously as they foraged on exposed mudflats (Parker

et al. 1995). A photograph and several additional sight records (July 1995-April 2000) were

published by Valqui & Walker (2002), who noted that 4,814 ha of mangroves remained in

dpto. Tumbes. More than half of this area (2,972 ha) is now protected within the Santuario

Nacional Manglares de Tumbes. The presence of A. axillaris in Peru was finally documented

by specimen evidence in 2009 when a joint expedition by the Museum of Natural Sciences

of Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, the Centro de Ornitologia y Biodiversidad,

Lima (CORBIDI), and the National Museumof Natural History, Washington DC (USNM),

found the species to be common in mangrove forest near the mouth of the rio Tumbes (see

specimens).

No additional records of A. ivolfi have been reported from dpto. Tumbes or in the

adjacent Ecuadorian provinces of El Oro and Loja (Ridgely & Greenfield, 2001). However,

the species was sighted as recently as 1989 in mangroves at Manglares Churute Ecological

Reserve, prov. Guayas (02°30'S, 49°42'W) (Ridgely & Greenfield 2001), c.120 km north-east

of the mouth of the rio Tumbes.

Specimens: (a) LSUMZuncatalogued, male, 1 June 2009, coll. Brian K. Schmidt (prep.

C. Sanchez 167), c.29 km north-east of Tumbes (03°27'S, 80°18'W), 260 g; (b) USNM643854,

male, 2 June 2009, coll. Brian K. Schmidt, c.29 km north-east of Tumbes (03°27'S, 80°18'W),

218 g; (c) CORBIDI uncatalogued, male, 13 June 2009, coll. Thomas Valqui, Santuario



Alexander C. Lees & Eric A. VanderWerf 212 Bull. B.O.C. 2011 131(3)

Nacional de Manglares de Tumbes (03°27'S, 80°17'W), 140 g; (d) CORBIDI uncatalogued,

male, 26 June 2009, coll. Jacob R. Saucier, Santuario Nacional de Manglares de Tumbes

(03°25'S, 80°17'W), 133 g; (e) USNM643934, male, 27 June 2009, coll. Christopher C.

Milensky, Santuario Nacional de Manglares de Tumbes (03°25'S, 80°19'W), 230 g; (f)

CORBIDI uncatalogued, male, 26 July 2009, coll. Jacob R. Saucier, Santuario Nacional de

Manglares de Tumbes (03°25'S, 80°19'W), 210 g; (g) LSUMZuncatalogued, female, 26 July

2009, coll. Walter Vargas (prep. D. Schmitt 6516), Santuario Nacional Los Manglares de

Tumbes (03
U
29'S, 80°18'W), 260 g. All specimens are in immature plumage.
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The systematic recording of vagrants from remote oceanic islands can offer unique

insights into rates of dispersal, colonisation (and subsequent endemism) and shed light

on competing hypotheses used to explain vagrancy events. Pipits (Anthus) appear to

be amongst those avian genera most prone to long-distance vagrancy, being frequently

recorded as inter-continental or oceanic island vagrants. Well-documented records

of 'extreme vagrancy' in this genus include Olive-backed Pipits A. hodgsoni in the

Northwestern Hawaiian Islands (Pyle 1984) and Mexico (Hamilton ct id. 2000), and Red-
throated Pipits A. cervinus in Ecuador (Brinkhuizen et til. 2010) and Australia (Carter 1997).


